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From the President......

Fellow Pelicans:

Good news regarding the long search for the
Webmaster position that was approved during
the 2010 Business Meeting. Bill Hobgood has
volunteered to fill that position and in
accordance with Association Bylaws Bill has
been appointed to fill the position as Interim
Webmaster subject to ballot approval of the
membership at the 2012 reunion. With
outstanding support from Steve Riddle, the
original website manager, Bill is currently hard
at work updating the website to the latest
website software. More on our new Website
later in this Newsletter.

Reunion coordinator, Vice-President Dick Gray
has finalized the details of 2012 Reunion to be
held in Mobile, Al. The agenda and other
details are provided in this Newsletter and will
continue in the June 2012 Newsletter. It's not
too early to start making plans to attend the
Reunion. The highlight reunion will be a tour

to the National Museum of Naval Aviation in
Pensacola. If you have never visited the
Museum or have not visited it within the past
two years or so, you do not want to miss this
tour.

Those Association Members who have
purchased an original print of the oil painting
that is to be donated to the National Museum
of Naval Aviation should receive their copy of
signature print in January 2012. If anyone has
any question concerning their print, contact Art
Committee chairman Bill Hobgood

bill. @gmail.com or me bpj1927@yahoo.com.

The Nominating Committee headed by Gene
Graham has identified several candidates for
the Association Officer positions. Anyone
interested who would like their name placed
before the Nominating Committee for any
position, contact Gene Graham or any
Association Officer.

BUCK
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In Memoriam

L A~

? Those who have made
& their last takeoff ...

)
Landon Jack Brewer

Passed from Bob Brewer, Jack Brewer’s
brother. “Hello Shipmate, I'm Bob Brewer
AMCS USN (Ret) My brother ATC Jack
Brewer, was a VP-45 aircrewman for a
couple of years. | know that time was the
highlight of his career. Over the years |
believe he kept in touch with several of his
old buddies from Bermuda and on a
couple of occasions he was visited by
some of them. He always said he wanted
to attend a VP-45 reunion but didn’t that |
know of. He would have loved to be with
the guys in Mobile next year, but he
passed on 3 years ago this Christmas Day.
| wonder if there is a way you could post
the attached notices at the reunion so
perhaps some of his old buddies will know
he’s gone on and maybe say a prayer for
him. The real irony of the reunion starting
on October the 18th, is that was brother’s
birthday. He was a Navy man till the day
he died. In fact our Father, Jack, myself,
and a younger brother AMHC Dave Brewer
all made a career of the Navy. Just our
immediate family counting Jack’s and my
son’s service adds up to over 115 years of
Naval service. Probably not a record for
family but its gotta be a darn good
average. Hope you can do something with
this for Chief Landon Jack Brewer, USN
Ret. Deceased 2008. God Bless the USA
and the UNITED STATES NAVY Retiree,
Thank You,

AMCS Bob Brewer. “

Biography follows: BREWER, ATC Landon
J."Jack” Jr. Retired. | was in VP-45 from
May57 thru Dec58. Was 1st Radio on LN-7 (LT
‘Sky‘ King, PPC) from Aug57 thru Dec58. Any
of you old hands remember the great big
sharks mouth on our bow?? Definitely was not
regulation! Anyway, | went on to serve with
VW-11 NAS Argentia, Newfoundland, Canada,
VP-7 NAS Jacksonville, Florida, VAQ-134 NAS
Whidbey Island, Washington and 2 instructor
tours at Naval Air Technical Training Center,
Memphis. Retired Jan75. Sure like to hear
from my old Shipmates...” [02FEB99]

Obituary follows: BREWER, ATC Landon J.
“Jack” Jr...My father, Landon J. Brewer, Jr.
served with VP-45, VW-11, VP-7 and VAQ-
134. He had a full career in the Navy, retiring in
January 1975. After retirement, he enjoyed a
full life hunting and fishing in his beloved
Arkansas hills until his untimely passing on
Dec 25, 2008 due to a long battle with cancer.
He was laid to rest with full military honors in
Six Mile Cemetery in his home town of
Hatfield, AR on December 31st, 2008. Landon
E. (Gene) Brewer [06AUG2009]

Ellen McClelland

Passed from Scot McClelland via e-mail. We
recently received the roster update. On behalf
of my father, Bob McClelland ID #2070, |
would like to let you know that our mother,
Ellen, passed away on April 1, 2009. Please
update the next publication of the roster. Thank
you very much.
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William “Bill” Eaton

Passed From Bill Eaton, Jr. Dear Pelicans: I'm
sad to report that our father, Bill Eaton, passed
away in January after a long illness. He joined
VP45 in the summer of 1954 and often spoke
of the friends and many good memories he
had of being in the squadron. Attached is a
copy of Dad'’s obituary for the VP45
Newsletter's memoriam page. Please pass on
our best wishes “for fair winds and following
seas” to the squadron members. | can be
reached by return e-mail or telephone (757)
464-2027, if you have any questions or need
additional information. Thank you,

Bill Eaton, Jr.
4313 Two Woods Road
Virginia Beach, VA 23455

Obituary for William Eaton. Commander
William (Bill) G. Eaton, USN (Ret.) died on
January 25, 2011 in Virginia Beach, VA. Born
in Charleston, SC, March 26, 1922, he
graduated from the Hamburg, NY, public
school system in June 1940 and entered the
US Navy where he won an appointment to the
US Naval Academy. He graduated from the
Naval Academy in June 1944 with the class of
1945.

In World War Il he served as gunnery officer
aboard the USS Blue, DD744, and USS
Marshall, DD676. After a number of surface
ship assignments he entered flight training and
received his wings in September 1949 at
Pensacola, FL. Additional Navy assignments
included Patrol Squadrons VP21 in Patuxent
R wver, M D, and VP45 in Coco Solo, Panama
(Bill served in VP45 from 1954 to 1956); the
NROTC Unit at the University of South
Carolina in Columbia; the USN Postgraduate
School in Monterey, CA, where he earned a

Master’s Degree in Physics; the CNO staff at
the Pentagon; and the CINCLANTFLT staff in
Norfolk, VA.

After retiring from the Navy in 1965, he worked
for Northrop Corporation until 1972, where he
proudly contributed to the first manned lunar
landing. He then embarked on a twenty-five-
year career teaching mathematics and science
in the Norfolk and Virginia Beach public school
systems and at Tidewater Community College.

Bill is survived by his wife of 66 years, Sally C.
Eaton; his daughter, Isabel Pollard and
husband Ken of Virginia Beach, and two sons,
William and wife Ann of Virginia Beach and
Robert and wife Marty Daly of Santa Fe, N.M.

Bill was a member of the USNA Alumni
Association, of the VP21 and VP 45 Squadron
Associations, and, for over 40 years, of Old
Donation Episcopal Church in Virginia Beach.

Elvin Price

Passed From PJ Imhof. Please be advised of
the death of one of our members.

Elvin Price. Mr. Price’s wife has Alzheimer’s
Disease, so please remove Mr. Price from the
mailing list, as he had requested a few weeks
ago. | managed to visit with Elvin once and
planned to see him again, with the VP-45
Videos.

Obituary for Elvin Price
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1929-2011. Elvin Ralph Price of Cantonment,
Florida, departed this life on the 9th day of
August, 2011, at West Florida Hospital
following a brief iliness. Mr. Price was born in
Allentown, Pennsylvania on the 22nd day of
February, 1929. Parents were Perry Price and
Mildred Price and he had two sisters, Virginia
and Pearl. He grew up in Stroudsburg,
Pennsylvania where he lived until he joined the
United States Navy serving his country around
the world until his retirement in 1976, and
finally settling in Escambia County, Florida,
until his death. Surviving Mr. Price were his
wife, Beulah Barnhill Price formerly of the Dixie
Community in Escambia County, Alabama, five
children: Stephen Price, Edward Price, Gayle
Larcom Cook, Ronald Larcom, and Kenneth
Ard, numerous grandchildren, great
grandchildren, and great-great grandchildren.
One son, Michael Price, preceded him in
death. Visitation for family members will be at
Eastern Gate Funeral Home, from 3:00 - 4:00
P.M. and visitation for the public will be from
4:00 - 6:00 P.M. on Sunday, August 14, 2011.
Funeral services will be at Charity Baptist
Church on Roberts Road, Monday, August 15,
2011, from 10:00 to 11:00 A.M., and interment
will follow at 11:45 A.M. at Barrancas National
Cemetery on the Naval Air Station, Pensacola,
Florida, with full military honors. Condolences
may be left at www.easterngatememorial.com.

Freda Schweitzer (wife of Vance

Schweitzer)

Passed from PJ Imhof. Freda Schweitzer, 89
Carlsbad, CA — Freda Schweitzer passed
away Monday, January 10, 2011. She was
born April 27, 1921 in Mattoon, lllinois. Freda
left college after one year to join Skelly Oil Co.
until she was married. She was married to
Vance A. Schweitzer for 61 years, a retired
Navy officer and retiree of TRW Inc. He
preceded her in death. Freda was a lifelong
Catholic and member of her parish women’s

organization. She had a way of making friends
wherever she went that lasted a lifetime. She
loved being a Navy spouse and also became a
community activist. Her favorite pastimes were
golf, sewing, and knitting. Freda is survived by
Vance Jr. and Maureen, Byron B. Schweitzer,
Janet and Kirk LaPlante, Joan and Bill Ames;
along with nine grandchildren and 10 great-
grandchildren. A Memorial Mass will be
celebrated at 11 a.m., Saturday, April 9, at
Church of St. Thomas More in Oceanside.
Memorial donations may be made to the
Children’s Cardiology Foundation, 2111
Palomar Airport Rd., Ste 330, Carlsbad, Calif.
92011,www.childrenscardiologyfoundation.org,
Or CASA, Orange Co., 1615 E. 17th St., Ste
100, Santa Ana, Calif. 9270, or Church of St.
Thomas More Building Fund, 1450 S. Melrose
Dr., Oceanside, Calif. 92056. 760-758-4100

Patsy McLaurin (wife of John C. (Mac)
McLaurin

Passed from Mort Eckhouse, “Wally and PJ,
as Secretary and Treasurer I'm sorry to pass
the following to you: My P-3 co-pilot, John C.
(Mac) McLaurin informed me that his wife,
Patsy, passed away 14 April 2011. Sweet lady
and a great Navy wife, but aren’t they all. V/R,
Mort”

Nona Lee Scott (wife of Bob Scott)

Passed from George Dean. “PJ, talked to Bob
Scott (#2454) last nite, First time since 53.
Anyway, his wife passed away in March 2010.
Best, George Dean”

James P. Toscano (Editor’'s Note: Although
not a member of the VP-45 Association, a
highly admired and respected VP skipper with
whom some in our Association served)

Passed from RADM Mike Hewitt. “MPRF
Friends, it is with great sorrow that | write to
inform you that CAPT James Toscano passed
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away on 13 Nov following a long battle with
cancer. James was a fine Naval Officer, a
superb Aviator, and a great friend to many of
us. Please keep Mary, Michael, and Cara in
your prayers as we grieve with them.”

Obituary for James P. Toscano, Captain, US
Navy (Ret.) of Alexandria, Virgina died
peacefully on November 13, 2011 at Capital
Caring Hospice in Arlington, following a long
battle with cancer. He was devoted to his
loving family, and is survived by his wife, Mary,
children; Michael and Cara and six brothers
and sisters. Visitation will be at Cunningham
Funeral Home, 811 Cameron St. Alexandria,
VA from 5 to 9 p.m. on Wednesday, November
23, 2011. A funeral Mass will be held at St.
Lawrence Church, 6222 Franconia Road,
Alexandria, VA at 11 a.m. Friday, November
25.

Kay Lister

Passed from PJ Imhof. “Wally, et al, today |
was contacted by Eddie Lister, the son of Mrs.
Kay Lister, informing me of the death of his
mother on March 14, 2011. The obit was in the
PROVIDENCE JOURNAL.

Jane-Ann Henneberger (first wife of
Kenneth Heeneberger

Passed from PJ Imhof. “Sad to inform you of
the passing of Kenneth Henneberger’s first
wife Jane-Ann. | will find out the date of Mr.
Henneberger's first wife’'s death and let you
know.”

Harvey Dubay

| was informed today (February 1, 2011), by
Blair Laughlin that HARVEY DUBAY, member
# 2347 has passed away recently. Blair will
contact Harvey’s wife and find out the burial
details, to be performed at a later date due to
the weather.

Antone Testa

Passed from PJ Imhof. Please be advised of
Association Member Antone Testa’s passing.,
Reference Association website, guestbook
entry.

Andrew Sinclair

Passed from PJ Imhof from Bill Smith. “Please
be advised of the death of Captain Andrew
Sinclair, USN, Ret. on 29 May 2011. Captain
Sinclair was a member and in charge of the
US Navy Room in the Bermuda Maritime
Museum. He was a lifetime member of our
organization. This information was relayed to
me from Assn. member Bill Smith, initially from
another Assn. member, Ken Henneberger, who
resides in Bermuda and was a very close
friend of Mr. Sinclair’s. | tried to get the obit
from a Bermuda paper, but no luck, so far. |
will continue trying. | hope that we can have
the obit listed in the Newsletter. Mr. Sinclair’s
wife died a short while ago and her passing
was a featured subject of the March 2010
Newsletter, | know that he had a daughter.
Thank you.

Charles O. “Boats” Davis

Passed from Pooh Bear Mitchell on 22
December 2011. “All, | just found out Charles
0. “Boats” Davis passed away August 9th,
2011 of a massive Heart Attack. | talked to his
wife Gloria this morning after seeing his name
in the FRA Today December 2011 edition. He
attended our 2008 Reunion in Jacksonville.

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to all of
you and your families! Pooh Bear”

In Memoriam
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Situation Report on VP-45 Association
Commissioned Painting

Here is the latest “SITREP” regarding the
P-3 painting. I received an email from Pete
Wenman (the artist) a couple days ago. His
timeline for completion of the painting is
sometime in January. He has been busy and
quite frankly, as most of you already know,
you don’t rush an artist. Art is not created
on a schedule!

Once the oil is complete, and that is a
multi-stage project, the 125 plus prints
must be run. Then each of those has to be
signed, titled and numbered by Peter,
packaged in bulk (separate from the oil)
and shipped to me here in Texas. Then my
works begins. I’ll need to print off labels
for all the mailing addresses, purchase
sturdy mailing tubes, affix the labels,
carefully roll a print into each tube, seal it
and then...... take them to the post office
for mailing to you. Don’t you know all
those people in line are going to love me
when I arrive with 150 or so tubes for
mailing.

I've never done anything quite like this
before so I've not a clue how long it will
take to ship from England (where Peter is)
to Texas or how much time my work on
this will take. I know I’m going to be
careful and go slow. I don’t want to crease
or damage a print and I certainly don’t
want to mail any of them to a wrong
address. I'd like to ask that you be patient.
To guess, I’d say that you will receive your
print in February but that is unofficial. Of
course as we get nearer, I’ll send another
SITREP like this one and update that.

Pete has also provided me with a digital
image of the large canvas oil. It is at what
he calls the “ugly stage” and he prefers that
I not publish it. But, there you go, I’ve seen
the canvas and it is going to be stunning
when complete!! Your prints will be exact
copies of the original only a bit smaller.
Below is the “color study” that is
incomplete and missing a lot of “fixes”,
updates and other detail.
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