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DEDICATION 

T his book is dedicated to the men and women of Patrol Squadron FORTY.FIVE. It is through thetr pro} 
enthusiastic work that we continue to function as the Atlantic's premier ASW Squadron. The book 1s a sod 

the memory of our squadron's ASW symbols, the Pelican and the Red Darter. Although these adornments 
removed from our aircraft, the memory of these colorful and thought-provoking insignia w11/ lwe on 



Commanding Officer 
CDR Thomas P. Lawler 

CDR Thomas P. Lawler is a native of Brooklyn, New York, and a 1967 
graduate of Saint John 's University. 

CDR Lawler's initial assignment was with Patrol Squadron SIXTEEN at 
NAS Jacksonville. Flying the P-3A, B, and C model aircraft, he participat­
ed in deployments to Bermuda and Sigonella, as well as UNITAS XIII. 

In June 1973 CDR Lawler reported to the Naval Air Development 
Center in Warminster, Pennsylvania wliere he served first as the Legal 
Officer then as P-3C Update I & II Test and Evaluation Officer. Selected for 
the Personnel Exchange Program (PEP) with the United Kingdom, he 
serued an overseas tour with the Royal Air Force at Kinloss, Scotland. He 
was subsequently assigned to the Naval War College in Newport, Rhode 
Island. 

CDR Lawler returned to Patrol Aviation in December 1979 through 
assignment to Patrol Squadron THIRTY at NAS Jacksonville, Florida. 
During this tour with the Fleet Replacement Training Squadron (VP-30), 
CDR Lawler serued as the Operations Officer. 

Reporting aboard Patrol Squadron FIVE (VP-5). in May 1981 , he 
serued as the Operations Officer, while making deployments to Sigonella. 
He returned to Patrol Squadron THIRTY (VP-30) in May 1983 as the 
Training Officer. CDR Lawler was selected for Patrol Aviation Command 
in October 1983. 

CDR Lawler reported to Patrol Squadron FORTY-FIVE in August 
1984 and assumed the duties of Commanding Officer on 10 January 
1986. 

CDR Lawler has been awarded the Meritorious Unit Commendation 
Medal, the Navy Expeditionary Medal, and National Defense Service 
Medal, and the Sea Service Ribbon. 

CDR Lawler is married to the former Margaret Burke of Brooklyn , 
New York. They reside in Jacksonville with their two daughters, Jeanne 
and Megan. 



Executive Officer 
CDR Robert L. Hume 

CDR Robert L. Hume is a native of Memphis, Tennessee. He attended 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and graduated in 1967 

CDR Hume entered the Navy in 1968, serving in Vietnam aboard the 
USS JENNINGS COUNTY (LST-846). In February of 1970, he reported 
to Pensacola for AOCS and subsequent flight training. CDR Hume was 
designated a Naval Aviator in August 1971. His initial squadron tour was in 
Patrol Squadron FOUR at Barbers' Point, Hawaii where he made deploy 
ments to Cubi Point, Philippines and Kadena. Okinawa. 

In May of 1975, CDR Hume reported to Fleet Replacement Squadron 
THIRTY-ONE where he qualified as an Instructor Pilot and was assigned 
successive duties as Legal Officer, Plans Officer and Standardization board 
member. Following this shore tour, CDR Hume participated in the Person· 
net Exchange Program and transferred to Patrol Squadron 405, Canadian 
Forces Base, Greenwood Nova Scotia in December 1977 where he quali· 
fied as Aircraft Commander and was ultimately assigned as Operations 
Officer. 

CDR Hume reported to the Naval War College in Newport. Rhode 
Island in August 1980. In February 1982. CDR Hume reported aboard 
Patrol Squadron FIVE where he made several East Coast deployments and 
served as Maintenance Officer. He was reassigned to Commander, Patrol 
Wing ELEVEN in July 1984 where he served as Administrative Officer 

CDR Hume reported aboard Patrol Squadron FORTY-FIVE in Decem· 
ber 1985 and assumed the duties of Executive Officer on January 10. 
1986. 

CDR Hume has received various awards highlighted by two Air Medals, 
the Combat Action Ribbon, the Presidential Unit Commenda!ion, Navy 
Unit Commendation, Mentorious Unit Commendation and the Vietnam 
Service Medal. 

CDR Hume is married to the former Betty Jackson of Memphis. 
Tennessee. They reside in Jacksonville with their two daughters Elizabeth 
(Libby) and Amy. 



Command Master Chief 

AOCM Mike Kane 

Maintenance 
Master 
Chief 

AFCM Richard Williams 
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"You never know how much stuff you' ve acquired 
over the years . . . until you have to MOVE!!" 

DEPART! G • • • 

"Navy JAX tower, LN453, switciu.-.g o i"W-,;r~7 
See ya' in six . .. " 

"Well, there goes another one. Maybe they' ll call if they need us." 



"I don't know. Why do you think it's 
called Horseshoe Bay?" 

The Skipper knows who's been 
naughty or nice ... and who's 
been catching rays!! 

"There it is, there it is! No, NOT the hanger. 
Forty Thieves. 

Look out Bermuda; Here come the PELI­
CANS!! 



How Come the Pelican? 

rffl1 ner. 
J Qk at these similarities and tnen look at the tail insignias of other ASW 

squa rons. Have you ever seen a fox fly. an eagle hunt over the open seas. a 
dragon? How about a batgirl???????? 

I take off my bat tq the man who thought of the-pelican as an A W symbol There 
is n better symbol Yor ASW ex~ellen such as we have in VP-45!!1 



DEPARTMENTS 

MAINTENANCE/ ADMIN-PERSONNEL/OPS /COMMAND SERVICES 



GETTING THE JOB • • • DONE ... 

r 

"POW-WOW" 

Would you trust this man witil )'0"-: ::';!, 

Shinin' up the decks! 

You want the audit WHEN?? 
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Getting creative in Command Services. 

I think It's time to break out the fine-toothed comb. 

.. . only 40 acres left. I hate BERMUDA 

grass! 

NEXT!! 
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MAINTENANCE CONTROL 

Left to Right, Front to Back: LTJG Jim Yacovoni, AZ3 James Phipps, AMSC Gary Likness, AZ2 Bill Shoop, ATCS -
Binns, AZ3 Dave Scarberry, AMHC Marty Posekany, AFCM Richard Williams. 

MATERIAL 
CONTROL 

Left to Right, Front to Back: LT 
Rosa Price, AK2 Debra Devery, 
AE2 Dale May, AK2 Addy Over­
street, AOl Tim Blackmon, AK3 
Gary Payne, AKl Denise Martinez, 
AKAN Justin Henning, AK3 Bill 
Gordon. Not pictured: AK2 AI 
Reine, AK2 Oswaldo Andrade, 
AK3 Howie Vanorder, ADCS AI 
Schum. 
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AIRFRAMES 

... 
•• 

AD'S 
Left to Right, Front to Back: 
AD2 David Nealon, AD2 Ste· 
phen Waldon, AD2 William 
Lindhart, AD3 Phillip Fi· 
dalgo, AD2 Dave Maple, AD2 
Scott Kelly, ADl Steve Cox, 
ADC Russ Graham , ADl 
"Gus" Gustafson , AD3 Bill 
Colley, LTJG Dave Waagbo. 
Not pictured: ADl Ken Han· 
sen, ADAN Diane Scoffield, 
AD2 Steve Hinkle, ADAN 
Tracy Floyd, ADl "West-Pac 
Jack" Davis, ADl "Bubba" 
Lyda, ADl "Pappy" Everett, 
AD2 Chris Friday. 

Left to Right, Front to Back: AMH3 Franklin Smith, AMHl Bobby Sigrist, AMS2 Karen Mewborn, AMS3 "Breakfast" Crosson, 
AMS2 David Jones, AMS3 Robert House, AMSl Jerald Bennett, AMHAN Robert Schubert, AMS2 Dave Vrabel, AMHC "Andy" 
Anderson, AN Jay Schumacher. Not pictured: AMS3 Maggie Sumpter, AN Steve Mann, AMSl Barry Case. 

13 



CORROSION 
Left to Right, Front to Back: AD3 
James Wheeler, AMH3 Richard 
Taylor, AMS3 Isidro Villarreal, AN 
Donni Gilmore, AN Todd Kehrer, 
AD3 Ed Bonin, AMS2 Terry Smith, 
AN Stanley Cole, AOl Jay Huff, 
A03 Ron Burns, AMS3 Jim Wynn, 
AMSC T. J . Jackson. 

PATRON BER 

PR/ AME 

Left to Right, Front to Back: AMEl Butch Frazier, AMEl Timmy Oiler, PR2 Curtis Simms, AME2 Tim Vaneyc· : S.- ':" -
Dennis Brown, AMEl Pat Tinney, PRAN Darryl Williams, AMSC Rudy Byrne. Not pictured: PR2 Ruy Qu...-:Q - -~ 
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AT'S 

Left to Right, Front to Back: AX2 Kerry Buckingham, AT3 Kevin Smith, PNl W.T. Mahon, ATl Terry Hayes, AX3 Julio 
Rodriguez, AT3 Charles Beaman, AT2 Scott Jones, AX2 Randy Voils, ATC W.C. Hill. Not pictured: AX2 Mary Jane 
Copeland. AT3 Bruce English, AT2 Bill Peacock, AXAN Steve Gautier. 

AO'S 
Left to Right , Front to 
Back: AOl Bill P ittard, 
A02 Mike Riley, A02 
Mike Keenan, AOl Tim 
Carroll, A02 Brett McMil­
lan, A02 Gary Glasser, 
A03 Buck Oldham, A02 
Cliff Schwake, AOC Dan 
Drehoff. 

15 



AVIONICS 
DIVISION 
OFFICERS 

Left to Right: LTJG J .C. Cunning· 
ham, ENS " Bull" Degennaro, LT 
Kyle McCollom, AECS Jim Bolin, 
LTJG Darryl Wilson. 

LINE 

Left to Right, Front to Back: AN Pete Caruso, AN Troy Hopkins, AN Angela Minter, ABHi C-.en 
ADAN Patrick Gagne, AN Kurt Strauss, AA Gordon Douglas AZ3 Wllla Glover, AD3 J~.:nes 
"Mongo" Gettings, ADAN " Roebuck" Sears. Not pictured: ABHAN Ann Holzli, ABHAi' ~ 
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AE SHOP 

QUALITY 
ASSURANCE 
Left to Right: ADCS Gabby Hayes, 
AZl Don Arnold, AZl Gary Dun­
kle. Not pictured: LT Ross Parker, 
AMSC Kick Wehrle, AMSl Ollie 
Walker, AEl (AW) Jerry Gleaton, 
ATl Archie Mclelland, ADl Landie 
Lewis, ADl J .R. Walsh, AXl Dave 
Campbell, AOl Tom Benfield. 

I 

Left to Right, Front to Back: AE2 Dan Varela, AE2 John Nelson, AEl Mark Fitzpatrick, AEC Mike Grissom, AE3 Tony Lawson, 
AE2 Tim Goldsberry, AE2 Freddy Frausto, AEAN Steve Xavier, AE2 Kurt Anderson, AE2 Rick Madigan. 
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REMEMBERING THE FORGOTTEN MECHANIC 

Through the history of world aviation 
many names have come to the fore 
Great deeds of the past on our memory will 
last as they're joined by more and more -
When ·man first started to labor in his 
quest to conquer the sky, 
He was designer, mechanic and pilot and 
he built a machine that would fly -
The pilot was everyone's hero, he was 
brave, he was bold, he was grand. 
As he stood by his battered biplane with 
his goggles and helmet in hand -
But for each of these flying heroes there 
were thousands little renowned 

And these were the men who worked on itb! 
planes but kept their feet on the ground -
We all know the name of Lindbergh and 
we've read of his flight to fame 
But think, if you can of his maintena.nce 
man; can you remember his name? 
And think of our wartime heroes and aD 
the acclaim that they got 
Can you tell me the names of their CTe'W' 

chiefs? A thousand to one you cannot­
So when you see mighty jet aircraft as 
they mark their way through the air, 
Remember the grease-stained man 
the wrench in his hand; he's the man 
put them there -



SAFETY-NATOPS 

OPS 
YN2 Jose Colon, LTJG Buck 
Cochran, LTJG Bill Raymond, 
AWCS Don Littlefield, LCDR 
Tom DeL ong , sitting 
LCDR Frank Bryant. 

:..eft to Right, Front to Back: LT Tom Gridley, AWl Walter Bull, AEl Jon Allgood, LT Dan Crain, AOl Neil Keatts, 
_"'; Paul Morrissette, A02 Mike Riley, ATC Fred Tomski, LTJG Scott Breor. Not pictured: LT Joe Krebes, LCDR 
Efraimson. 

19 



- _____ ._. .... -.. ---
LEGAL 

Left to Right: LT Jett Bell, LT Eric Heckler, YN2 Paula 
Loveless. 
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ADMIN/ PERSONNEL 

Left to Right, Front to Back: LT Ten-Alpha Koach, LTJG Mitch Miller, PN3 Robin Green, PN2 Barbara 
PNl W.T. Mahon, YN3 Rappin Rodney Fields, YNl Cathy Raley, YN2 James "UAB" Harwell, MS2 :::>a ~o-e 
Persuader" Digou, YN2 Paula Loveless, DK2 Sammy Thompson, YOC Mike Ross, DK3 John Koste.n, 
Bob Golding. Not pictured: PN2 Tom Powell, LTJG Scott Davies, LT Dan Hudson, LT B.J . Rivers, MS: · 
Burgess. 



COMMUNICATIONS 

_eft to Right, Front to Back: LTJG Dave Vasquez, YN3 "Iceman" 
~omas, AX3 Veres, LT Thomas Britts. 

Left to Right, Front to Back: LT Thomas Britts, AXC Steve Madgett , 
AEl Harry Clinton, AN Vicky Earl. 

AW DIVISION 
AW3 Tim Ontiveros, AWl 
"Timmy the Troll" Cates, AW2 
Rick Winn, AW2 Wade Loveless, 
AW2 Spud Brock, AWC John 
Culbertson, AWl Walt Bull , 
AWAN Pete Steele, AW2 Tim 
Booth, AW3 James Scarbrough, 
AWAN Scott Innes, AW3 Rick 
Silva , AWl Dale Ackerman , 
AW2 Charles "Bumble" Bowl­
ing, AW2 Bob Moncrief, AW2 
Spencer "Spence" Cunningham. 
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DK'S AIO 

t 

" 
DK3 John Kostelny, DK2 Sammy Thompson. Left to Right: lSSN Robert Jensen, LTJG Vicki Owens, LTJG Chris • 

Brzozowski, IS2 Jon McCracken, Taking the Photo: PH3 Eddie Sora."' 

COMMAND 
SERVICES 
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Left to Right, Front to Back: LTJG Jim McDaniels, AEC Lloyd McAtee, AD2 Karen Picciola. A'W C 
Lavigne, LT Rosa Price, AECS Lisle Wilson, LTJG Yo Hoffner, LCDR Larry Richardson, LTJG BiJ 
LTJG Walt Ryon, LTJG Tom Cramp, LTJG Rodney Roycroft. 



FIRST LIEUTENANT 

GEDUNK 
Front: MS2 Rhonda Stewart, Back, 
Left to Right: AD3 Deborah Faison, 
MSSN Keith Bryant, AEAN Dean 
Zartman, MS3 Regina Avant, A03 
Phyllis Cook, AA Rachel Johnson. 

Left to Right: AA Jason Jones, AXAN Steve Makie, AN Carol Ho~ard , AD2 Karen Picciola, AN Greg Welliver. 
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TAD 

AEl Edmund Russell, AE3 Mike Spaulding. 

AT3 Tom Gallager, AT2 Scott Hulett, ATAN Mike 
MSSN "Frenchie" Shannon. 

Sitting: unidentified 
clockwise: ATl Joel Nordman 

AT2 Randy Neness 
AT3 Pat Jackman 
AT2 Rodney Whire 
AX2 Anita Peay 
AT2 Scott Hulett 
AE3 Mike Spauldins 
AT3 Tom Gallager 
AT2 Vance Harring:o.­
A02 Bryan Vrooma:­
AD2 Tony Scilingo 
AX2 Wee Willie Pea:-



-
~{)(.)()( )()(.)()( • 

)()(·;~* 

-. 

AD2 Jim Scrabalak, AD2 Tony Scilingo AX2 Bill Pearl, AX2 Kerry Buckingham, AT2 Bill Peacock 

"Petey" Peterson AX2 Anita Peay 

AX2 Mary Jane Copeland AX2 Bill Pearl 



STRANGE PHENOMENON OF THE • • • 
During our time on the island, we found there was more fact than 

fiction to the notion of "The Bermuda Triangle." Strange occur­
rences were witnessed and experienced by the personnel of VP-45 

Residents prone to the "Horgie Factor" found themselves sleepy and 
their torso's elongated. 

The odd gravitational pull at Bermuda, caUS£a -
AI Efraimsom to fly a 50' pattern. 

Hansen, Walsh and Arnold found themselves 1.: 

altered clothing ... 

Our own U.S. submarines targeted 
missed and hit Captain Hall's house. 



Members at an Airframes professional develop­
ment meeting found their bodies mysteriously 
glued together. 

BERMUDA TRIANGLE!! 

Nightcheck personnel were found wearing 
odd radiation helmets. 

Below are 'before' and 'after' shots. The one on the left was taken in February; the one on the right in August. The common thread is the 
unusually high level of mischief. Just another mystery of the Bermuda Triangle . 



BERMUDA: SEEING THE SIGHTS 

Sir George Somers 

Who's next?! 

The story of Bermuda began in the 16th centuTJ) 
Spaniard Juan de Bermudez goes the credit for diSc 
ing the islands. He visited there in 1503, but failed w c 
them for his country. It wasn 't unti/1609- more :1ar 
hundred years later that the British Admiral Sir Gea;g 
Somers' flagship "Sea Venture" on its way to the .n' 
and struggling colony of Virginia with desperately need 
supplies, came to grief upon Bermuda's reefs. It ::...'lOS 

providential mishap which led to the British colon;u0a4 
in 1612 of what is known officially today as the "Ber 
das " or "Somers Island." 

The "Sea Venture" 



BRT. Bermuda Rapid Transit Pride of Bermuda: The Longtail 

Town Hall 

AW's Loveless, Neptune and Bowling. 
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On July 4th, 1986, Americans 
around the world celebrated their in­
dependence. This years celebration 
was heightened as Lady Liberty 
turned 100. The inset photos show 
some events that made 4 July 1986, 
memorable for VP-45, as they 
helped keep the Flame burning 
bright ... 
1. NAS Bermuda has a great fire­
works display with the help of the 
VP-45 Ordnance Shop. Great Job!! 
2. The tall ship Christian Radich 
heading for NYC harbor. 
3 . All the winners of the Firecracker 
5 and 10K runs. 
4. Kathy Raley, Robin Green and 
Mike Thomas enjoy the festivities in 
front of the Admin building. 
Background photo courtesy of Newsweek. 



Patrol Squadron posed in front of a PBM Marlin. 

The Internationally famous Navy bagpiper Capt. Sinclair USN (RET) was a ' -
stationed at NAS Bermuda. 

Bermuda Deployment '86 marked some significant events in Naval, as well as VP-45, Aviation. The most sr~ 
date is the celebration of the 75th Anniversary of Naval Aviation. In the meantime, history repeated itself as a~ 
individuals reenacted the first successful trans-Atlantic flight. The PBY Catalina "flying boat" stopped c: 
Bermuda for celebration and rest. The leg from the Azores to Bermuda took approximately 21 hours at altituaes 
to 500 feet! How's that for endurance. Closer to home, VP-45 was visited by Capt. Sinclair, a former VP-45 p 
the history buff, a trip to the hangers at the Annex could give a reminder of days past when VP-45 was perrr 
stationed there. 

The Pelican logo painted on the wall of NAS Annex -· 

Left and above: Privately owned PBY used In the NC-4 :e 
ment on the NAS Bermuda flightline. 



Spring 
Summer 

1986 
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"Senior Chief Bolin, we're just gonna have to charge more for these 
aircraft." 

JACK "Tricky Dicky" WHALEN 
"I'd like to make this perfectly dear. I'D tab 
over Air Force One anytime:' 

NOW APPEARING Four out of five pilots. 
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